wg-wwprml-50s

EPA-R5-2018-005870_0001979

100 King Street West, Suite 5700, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, MSX 1C7
Tel: +1 (416) 915-4149

5 444 Cedar Street, St. Paul, MN 55101, Tel: +1 (651) 389-4100

g
POLYMET 6500 County Road 666, Hoyt Lakes, MN 55750-0475
MIUNING Tel: +1 (218) 4742150 / Fax: +1 (218) 225-4429

www.polymetmining. com

July 21, 2017

John Linc Stine

Commissioner

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road North

St. Paul, MN 55155

RE: Poly Met Mining, Inc.'s Section 401 Water Quality Certification for the NorthMet Project
Dear Commissioner Stine:

For nearly a year, Poly Met Mining, Inc. (PolyMet) has been working diligently with the MPCA
on the Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification for the NorthMet mining
project. We have been pleased with the process and the progress that we have made during that
time.

Unfortunately, the Clean Water Act puts a one-year time limit on the Section 401 certification
process. Because that time limit is about to expire, and because PolyMet wants to ensure that the
certification process is completed with as much care as possible, we are hereby withdrawing the
water quality certification request we made on August 2, 2016.

At the same time, we are confident that the progress that has been made toward water quality
certification leaves MPCA close to a final decision. To ensure that progress will continue with no
delay, PolyMet asks that this letter also be considered a formal renewal of its request for Section
401 water quality certification, effective today, July 21, 2017.

Thank you again for the work that your agency has done on this project. We look forward to a
final decision on the water quality certification issue in the near future.

Sincerely,

0 v

Brad Moore

ce:  Kenton Spading, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers




